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  ABSTRACT 
Periodic election is one of the major tenets of democratic rule and it is considered as a 
huge financial venture involving government spending for sponsoring electoral 
management body, political parties and contestants. Elections in Nigeria are often 
volatile with widespread irregularities that made them faulty and unacceptable. 
Political party financing and electoral process during the Nigeria's Fourth Republic 
became corrupted due to the influence of money politics. Hence, this study examined 
the process of political party financing and electoral reformation and its impacts on the 
outcome of the 2015 General Election. One of the major problems relating to the 
country’s election is how the regulations on political party financing was violated with 
illegal spending and corrupt practices which subsequently affected the election 
outcome and its credibility. This research used qualitative method whereby the data 
were obtained from informants who were selected from organisations and agencies 
relating to election, as well as anti-graft agencies, academicians and focus group. The 
data obtained from the field was analysed and discussed using content analysis and 
thematic interpretations. The findings of this research show that there was a clear 
violation of regulations on political party financing and massive corrupt practices 
amounting to trillions of Naira, particularly by the two major contending parties: APC 
and PDP.  This money was sourced from government's treasury and illegally spent in 
bribing the stakeholders who were involved in the elections but, the election 
reformation helped immensely in producing an improved election in comparison with 
the previous ones. This research recommends that regulations on political party 
financing should be revisited and any future election should be conducted using 
electronic voting. In addition, financial activities of parties and candidates should be 
strictly monitored and violation of electoral laws by any party or candidate should be 
sanctioned severely. 
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     ABSTRAK 
Pilihanraya berkala merupakan salah satu rukun utama pemerintahan demokratik dan 
dianggap sebagai usaha kewangan yang besar kerana melibatkan perbelanjaan 
kerajaan untuk menaja badan pengurusan pilihanraya, parti politik dan calon yang 
bertanding. Pilihanraya di Nigeria sering tidak menentu dengan penyelewengan 
berlaku secara berleluasa yang menjadikannya rosak dan tidak dapat diterima. 
Sewaktu Republik Keempat Nigeria, pembiayaan parti politik dan proses pemilihan 
telah disalahgunakan melalui pengaruh politik wang. Oleh itu, kajian ini mengkaji 
proses pembiayaan parti politik dan impankya terhadap hasil pemilihan umum 2015. 
Salah satu masalah utama yang berkaitan dengan pilihan raya di negara tersebut adalah 
bagaimana perbelanjaan haram dan amalan rasuah melanggari peraturan pembiayaan 
parti politik yang kemudiannya mempengaruhi keputusan pilihan raya dan 
integritinya. Penyelidikan ini menggunakan kaedah kualitatif di mana data telah 
diperolehi dan dikumpulkan dari pemberi maklumat yang dipilih  daripada organisasi 
dan agensi yang berkaitan dengan piliharaya, serta agensi anti-rasuah,  ahli akademik 
dan kumpulan fokus. Data yang diperolehi dari medan dianalisa dan dibincangkan 
dengan menggunakan analisis kandungan dan interpretasi tematik. Hasil dapatan 
kajian menunjukkan dua parti utama yang bertanding: APC dan PDP, telah dengan 
jelas melanggari peraturan  mengenai pembiayaan parti politik dan terlibat di dalam 
amalan rasuah besar-besaran yang berjumlah sehingga trillion Naira. Sumber wang 
tersebut telah diperolehi daripada perbendaharaan kerajaan dan dibelanjakan secara 
haram dalam menyogok pihak berkepentingan yang terlibat di dalam pilihan raya 
tersebut tetapi reformasi pilihan raya sangat membantu dalam menghasilkan eoeksi 
yang lebih baik berbanding dengan yang sebelumnya. Kajian ini mencadangkan agar 
peraturan mengenai pembiayaan parti politik perlu disemak semula dan pilihan raya 
pada masa akan datang perlu dijalankan dengan menggunakan pengundian elektronik. 
Di samping itu,  aktiviti kewangan parti dan calon harus dipatuhi dengan ketat, 
danpelanggaran undang-undang pilihan raya oleh mana-mana pihak atau calon perlu  
dihukum dengan lebih keras. 
 
Kata Kunci: Pembiayaan Parti Politik, Pilihan Raya, Pembaharuan Pilihan Raya, 
Proses Pilihan Raya, Pilihan Raya Nigeria.  
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GENERAL BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY 
 
1.1 Introduction 
This chapter is a general introduction of the research work including the major purpose 
of the research particularly the reason for the choice of the research topic, the main 
problem identified that led to the conduct of the research, the scope and limitation 
encountered in the research, the significance of the research and its contribution to the 
existing knowledge, the methodology used in data collection and analysis and the 
complete plan of action for the conduct of the research work. 
 
1.2 Background of the Research Work 
The 2015 General Election in Nigeria has set the foundation for a new   wave of 
democratisation and democratic consolidation in Nigeria and Africa at large.  This is 
because of its impact in ushering of opposition political party at the national level for 
the first time in the history of the country and for the political changes that took place 
before, during and after the election. The election was heralded by controversies, hope, 
fear, threats, expectations, determination, and desire for change. It was the first time 
in the history of the country that the   opposition political   party successfully defeated 
the incumbent president which seemed almost impossible before. The election is 
considered at national, Africa and international level as an improvement from the 
previous ones since the resurgence of democratic rule in the Fourth Republic 
(Nwachukwu, 2015). However, such unanimous credibility and general scorecard 
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         APPENDIX B: QUESTIONNAIRE FOR CATEGORY A 
(POLITICIANS) 
Good afternoon sir, my name is Babayo Sule PhD student Political Science Universiti Utara 
Malaysia; I am here for data collection. I am seeking for maximum cooperation from you and 
I pledge that all information provided from you would be treated with utmost confidence and 
secrecy thank you sir. As you know sir, the title of the topic is “Impact of Political Party 
Financing on Integrity of the 2015 General Election”. I am seeking or soliciting for your 
cooperation in responding to the following questions as where applicable. 
1. Sir, which political office did you contested for in the 2015 General Election? 
2. Sir, under which political party platform did you contested? 
3. Are you familiar with the rules and regulations on political party financing in Nigeria? 
4. What are the major sources of your campaign financing? 
5. Have you restricted your campaign expenditure within the stipulated maximum financial 
spending limit? 
6. Has the INEC monitor your campaign activities properly? 
7. Do you think the maximum campaign spending limit set by the law is feasible? 
8. Have you engaged in influencing voters with any financial or material benefit to vote for you? 
9. Do you think the 2015 General Election is fair and credible? 
10. Do you think the political party financing has influenced the process and outcome of your 
election? 
11. What are your general comments on the overall credibility, political party financing and the 
integrity of the 201 General Election? 
 







          QUESTIONNAIRE FOR CATEGORY B (PARTY STAKEHOLDERS) 
 
Good afternoon sir, my name is Babayo Sule PhD student Political Science Universiti 
Utara Malaysia; I am here for data collection. I am seeking for maximum cooperation 
from you and I pledge that all information provided from you would be treated with 
utmost confidence and secrecy thank you sir. As you know sir, the title of the topic is 
“Impact of Political Party Financing on Integrity of the 2015 General Election”. I am 
seeking or soliciting for your cooperation in responding to the following questions as 
where applicable. 
1. Sir, did your party participate at all levels and in all the elective offices in the 2015 
General Election? 
2. Sir, is your party aware of the political party financing regulations during the 2015 
General Election? 
3. How did you source for your campaign funds during the election? 
4. Have you offered sponsorship to your candidates or they sponsored themselves? 
5. Did you adhere to the regulations on political party financing in terms of maximum 
spending limit? 
6. Did your party attempted to influence voters with money or other promises of benefits? 
7. Do you see the 2015 General Election as free, fair and credible? 
8. Do you think the process of political party financing has impacts on the outcome of 
the 2015 General Election? 
9. What are your general comments on the overall credibility, political party financing 
and the integrity of the 2015 General Election? 




        QUESTIONNAIRE FOR CATEGORY C (INEC SENIOR OFFICIALS) 
 
Good afternoon sir, my name is Babayo Sule PhD student Political Science Universiti 
Utara Malaysia; I am here for data collection. I am seeking for maximum cooperation 
from you and I pledge that all information provided from you would be treated with 
utmost confidence and secrecy thank you sir. As you know sir, the title of the topic is 
“Impact of Political Party Financing on Integrity of the 2015 General Election”. I am 
seeking or soliciting for your cooperation in responding to the following questions as 
where applicable. 
1. Sir, has your Commission receive enough fund for the conduct of the 2015 General 
Election? 
2. Sir, did your Commission inform the contesting political parties and their candidates 
on the provisions on political party financing and the sanctions for violators? 
3. Is your Commission allowed by law to receive funding from abroad? 
4. How did you get your source of election funding? 
5. Did your Commission monitor parties and candidates in their campaign spending to 
ensure compliance with the law? 
6. Have you come across electoral malpractices or irregularities that affected the 2015 
General Election? 
7. If the above question is yes, does it affect your staff, organisation or the electoral 
process? 
8. What are the major challenges that you face during the 2015 General Election? 
9. Did you see the 2015 General Election as an improvement on the previous ones? 
10. Have you notice any case of violation of election rules and regulations in terms of 
party financing or illegal funding or other forbidden acts? 
366 
 
11. If yes for the above question, then how did you respond to the issue? 
12. What are the impacts of excessive spending by parties in the 2015 General Election on 
the integrity of the election and its outcome? 
13. What are your general recommendations on the overall conduct of the 2015 General 
Election? 






















          QUESTIONNAIRE FOR CATEGORY D (EFCC SENIOR OFFICIALS) 
 
Good afternoon sir, my name is Babayo Sule PhD student Political Science Universiti 
Utara Malaysia; I am here for data collection. I am seeking for maximum cooperation 
from you and I pledge that all information provided from you would be treated with 
utmost confidence and secrecy thank you sir. As you know sir, the title of the topic is 
“Impact of Political Party Financing on Integrity of the 2015 General Election”. I am 
seeking or soliciting for your cooperation in responding to the following questions as 
where applicable. 
1. Sir, is your Organisation involved in the electoral process? 
2. If yes, at what level sir? 
3. Is your organisation mandated to investigate corrupt practices involving election 
malpractice and illegal campaign spending? 
4. Have you received any corrupt case that is directly associated with the 2015 General 
Election? 
5. If yes for the above question, who are those involved and what is the amount 
implication? 
6. If yes for question 4 above, what is the level of investigation so far? 
7. Do you think EFCC should be involved in the conduct of General Election in future in 
Nigeria? 
8. Do you perceive the 2015 General Election as an improvement on the previous ones 
based on your organisational investigation in terms of financial breach by parties and 
politicians? 
9. What are the impacts of excessive spending by parties in the 2015 General Election on 
the integrity of the election and its outcome? 
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10. What are your general comments on the overall conduct of the 2015 General Election 


























       QUESTIONNAIRE FOR CATEGORY E (ACADEMICIANS) 
Good afternoon sir, my name is Babayo Sule PhD student Political Science Universiti 
Utara Malaysia; I am here for data collection. I am seeking for maximum cooperation 
from you and I pledge that all information provided from you would be treated with 
utmost confidence and secrecy thank you sir. As you know sir, the title of the topic is 
“Impact of Political Party Financing on Integrity of the 2015 General Election”. I am 
seeking or soliciting for your cooperation in responding to the following questions as 
where applicable. 
1. Sir, are you involved in the process of electoral conduct in the 2015 General Election? 
2. Have you conduct an academic investigation on the issue of political party financing, 
election and corruption in Nigeria’s Fourth Republic? 
3. Sir, do you think the political parties and their candidates have the appropriate 
knowledge of regulations in political party financing in Nigeria? 
4. Do the political parties adhere to the maximum campaign spending limit as stipulated 
by law? 
5. What are the major sources of campaign financing for parties and candidates during 
the 2015 General Election? 
6. Isn’t allowed constitutionally for INEC, parties and candidates to receive external 
funding? 
7. Do you think the INEC monitor properly activities of political party financing with 
regard to financial spending? 
8. How credible is the 2015 General Election in your own view? 
9. What are the impacts of excessive spending by parties in the 2015 General Election on 
the integrity of the election and its outcome? 
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10. What are your overall comments and recommendations on the conduct of the 2015 
























QUESTIONNAIRE FOR CATEGORY F (FOCUS GROUP 
DISCUSSION WITH SELECTED MEBERS OF THE CIVIL SOCIETY) 
 
Good afternoon respected gentlemen, my name is Babayo Sule PhD student Political 
Science Universiti Utara Malaysia; I am here for data collection. I am seeking for 
maximum cooperation from you and I pledge that all information provided from you 
would be treated with utmost confidence and secrecy thank you sir. As you know sir, 
the title of the topic is “Impact of Political Party Financing on Integrity of the 2015 
General Election”. I am seeking or soliciting for your cooperation in responding to the 
following questions as where applicable. 
1. Do you have the idea on the regulations of political party financing in Nigeria during 
the 2015 General Election? 
2. If yes for the above, what are your views on the nature of rules and regulations on 
political party financing in Nigeria are they adequate? 
3. Do you think the political parties and the candidates have the full knowledge of 
regulations on political party financing the 2015 General Election? 
4. Do you believe that INEC create proper awareness on the regulations on political party 
financing to the parties, candidates and the general public? 
5. Do you believe that the parties and the candidates adhere strictly to the provisions n 
the political party financing in the 2015 General Election? 
6. Have you witness a case of violation of the regulations by parties, candidates or INEC 
itself? 
7. Do you think the INEC succeeded in monitoring the campaign activities of parties and 
candidates in the 2015 General Election? 
8. Have you witness cases of corrupt practices in the process of the conduct of the 2015 
General Election from the parties, candidates, electorates or other public officers 
responsible for the conduct of the election? 
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9. What do you think are the impacts of political party financing in the 2015 General 
Election? 
10. Does the political party financing in the 2015 General Election affects the integrity of 
the election in terms of credibility? 
11. What are your comments and recommendations for future implications? 






















       APPENDIX C: MAPS SHOWING GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION 
OF THE 2015 GENERAL ELECTION (PRESIDENTIAL) 
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APPENDIX D: EVIDENCES OF ILLEGAL SOURCES AND CORRUPT 
PRACTICES IN THE PROCESS OF POLITICAL PARTY FINANCING OF 
THE 2015 GENERAL ELECTION 
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